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From the Pastor’s Desk… 

UPCOMING GREETERS: 

April 2– Darwin and Faye Vos, 

front; Ben and Tara Conover, 

canopy 

April 9– Rodney and Bev Van 

Maanen, front; Chris and Deb 

Merten, canopy 

April 16– Verlan and Cathy 

Van Maanen, front; Dot and 

Denny Zylstra, canopy 

April 23– Dave and Peggy Ho-

fer, front; Joel and Jen Rozen-

daal, canopy 

April 30– Shawn and Amber 

Van Ryswyk, front; Brad and 

Angie Braafhart, canopy 

Spring is officially here!  March 20 marked the spring equinox.  After a pretty 

mild winter I am sure curious as to what kind of weather spring will 
bring?  As I type this I have my office window open.  It’s cloudy outside 
but 69 degrees with just a little breeze.  It is supposed to rain later and I 
hope it does because we need the rain.  Yesterday it was cold and windy. 
 I had the heat on in my office and my hands were cold all day. 

This is what we have come to expect living in the Midwest.  Cold one day 
and warm the next.  It can be quite a rollercoaster sometimes.  Sounds 
kind of like life doesn’t it?  There are days when it is beautiful and things 
are awesome and it feels great to be alive.  Then the next day it can be 
gloomy and cold.  Life changes and we find ourselves hoping for the 
“warm days” again. 

The awesome thing in all of this is God.  We work ourselves up about the 
weather and yet we have no control over it.  God does.  We try to plot 
out our lives and at times get ourselves all worked up about it.  Who 
loves us and wants the best for us in our lives?  God does.  So why is it so 
hard to let God do what God does best and just be in control?  Well, I 
guess it all comes back to sin.  Surrender your hearts, your lives and your 
sins to God.  Let him guide you in all the seasons of your life. 

 

 

Join us for Easter Sunrise Service 
Sunday, April 16   7:30 a.m. 

FOCUS youth will have the early 
service followed by breakfast. 

(All proceeds will go toward their mission trip to 
Nashville this summer) 

*** 

Regular Easter service  to follow 
at 9:30 

with Holy Communion 



We are about to start week 7 of the DTS (discipleship training school). We have 
15 students, 11 men and 4 women. Between all the staff and students that are 
specifically here for DTS (about 20 people), we are representing 6 different na-
tions and many different languages. One prayer request is about a communication 
barrier with one student who is from Argentina and only speaks Spanish. We have 
another staff that has been translating for him, but being the only non-English 
speaking student can be frustrating and discouraging for him. 
 

Our next topics in the school are Lordship and Relationship. Some topics we have 
completed already are Father Heart of God, Battlefield of the Mind, Faith and 
Finances, and Sin among others. The students have been doing very well and we 
have been able to see growth in each one. One thing that surprised us staff is 
how quickly the students became so close and the hearts of some for serving! In 
the first week of the school, we actually had to ask the students to stop work-
ing so hard and let others help. We also had to ask them to go to bed and stop 
talking and worshipping so late after they had known each other for only a few 
days. We consider it a blessing that that was the issue! 
 

Another prayer request for the school is health. There is constantly a struggle 
against malaria among either the students or their families. We have also had a 
few injuries with the students, and a few family members have passed away late-
ly. So please pray for health and protection for the school as well as our fami-
lies. Our speaker for these next few weeks also has severe back pain and has to 
do a lot of traveling, which makes teaching difficult. 
 

Looking forward, we have outreach (the mission phase of the school) in May and 
June. Our locations are Gulu and Karamoja, which are regions in Northern Uganda. 
A lot of the work we will do is frontier missions, so going to unreached people 
groups and helping with some church developing or planting. These regions are 
both areas of focus for YWAM Soroti, so we will hopefully be opening the way for 
other ministries to be pioneered! Karamoja is also the least developed place in 
Uganda, so we may help with basic medical care and practical work as well. 
 

On a personal note, I would appreciate prayer specifically for the staff. Soroti 
is a small base, and we are a little understaffed. All of the staff are wonder-
ful and encouraging, but there are only 2 DTS staff that live on base and don't 
have families to take care of. That is me and another 19 year old girl from 
South Africa. This means a lot of the day to day running of the school either 
falls on us or on the staff who are already busy with families and other minis-
tries. Please pray for encouragement and rest for each of the staff, as well as 
wisdom as we have to balance taking care of ourselves and getting things done 
every day. 
 

I thought this would be a quick update but I guess I had a lot to say! Thank you 
for passing on the information, please let me know how I can be praying for the 
church as well and give my love to all! 
 

Thank you! 

Katy Sevcik 

News from Katy... 
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Council 
meets 

 7 pm 

Missions 

Trustees meet 
7 pm 

FOCUS 

 

FOCUS-Senior 
Farewell Party 

 

Young Friends 
after the service 

Holy Com-
munion with 
Easter Ser-
vice—Sunrise 
Service 7:30 
a.m. 

 

Elders meet-
ing 7 pm 

Hope Min-
istries 

Spring 
Fling 
USFW 



APRIL: 

2-Kristal Beyer 

3-Jamie Harthoorn 

4-Duane Harthoorn, Jaci 

Vande Krol, Cyvannah 

Vecchio 

6-Derik Allbee, Carver 

Terpstra 

7-Darwin Vos 

8-Linda Beyer 

10-Cris Lewis 

16-Jer Schnell 

22-Kathy Arthur 

26-Regina Kaldenberg 

28-Brian Lanser, Sarah 

Turnbull, Mildred Stanley 

10-Glenn and Cris Lewis 

12-Cyvannah and Andrew 

Vecchio 

25-Dale and Bert Schnell 

Missions committee has had a very busy March. 
 We met on March 6 for our monthly meeting 
with Pastor Jamie, Curt, Ciara, Dee, Pat and Lin-
da present.  Curt started with devotions.  We 
discussed meal preparation for Meals for Mea-
quakie,  the upcoming Take Away Hunger event, 
and updates on the current missions we are 
supporting. 
 We want to thank everyone for supplying all 
the ingredients for the Mesquakie meals.  They 
were put together on March 13 and with many 
helping hands we now have several meals to 
deliver for the youth at Mesquakie.  We also 
want to thank everyone that participated in 
Take Away Hunger.  We ended up with 13 teams 
and packaged a total of 22,464 meals. 

Continued on next column 

What a great way to help others.  Also 
thank you to all that supplied bars and 
cookies, as they were really appreciated. 
 (see pictures elsewhere.) 

 The mission committee continues to 
look for opportunities to help others and 
we ask for prayers for all the missions we 
are currently supporting.  Our next 
meeting will be April 3 at 6:30 and Pat 
will have devotions. 

Mission minutes... 



KNOW YOUR BIBLE 

66 separate books, 1189 chapters, thousands of words, the Bible shares one message: 

GOD loves you!  

MICAH Dated approximately 700 BC (“The word of the Lord that came to Micah 

the Morasthite” (1:1). Micah either wrote the prophecies or dictated them to another. 

Micah chastises both the northern and southern Jewish nations for pursuing false gods and cheating the 

poor. The two nations will be devastated by invaders (the Assyrians), but God will preserve “the remnant of 

Israel” (2:12). Centuries before Jesus’ birth, Micah predicted the town where it would occur: “But thou, Bethle-

hem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth un-

to me that is to be ruler in Israel” (5:2) 

Micah shows how God’s judgment is tempered by mercy. “Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniqui-

ty, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? He retaineth not his anger for ever, 

because he delightest in mercy” (7:18).  

Pg. 5 

Moments 
For 

FRIENDS 

Killing the Rat 
   Some years ago, during the pioneer days of aviation, when things were new and 
flight was in its infancy, things were pretty crude. The sophistication and technolo-
gy of our day was unheard of. There were problems and dangers which present no 
problem to us today. With that background in mind this story makes sense. 

   A brave pilot was making a flight around the world in one of those earlier, crude-
ly built airplanes. It was built with a wooden frame and fabric covered the frame. 
Very fragile. On this particular leg of his journey, he had been in the air about two 
hours since his last landing when he heard a noise in the plane. He looked all 
around, curious, then was alarmed when he recognized it as the gnawing of a rat! 
He realized that while his plane had been on the ground a rat had gotten in the 
plane somehow. The danger of the rat was that it could easily gnaw through a vital 
cable or control line or even one of the important wooden struts. It was a very 
serious problem. 

   What to do? He was anxious and concerned. He was about two hours from his 
next landing strip. Perhaps we can appreciate his dilemma. He tried to think of a 
solution as he flew...then it dawned on him—the rat was a rodent. It was not made 
for heights, it was made for the ground and under the ground living. That present-
ed the solution...therefore the pilot began to climb until he was flying at an altitude 
of more than 20,000 feet. Soon the gnawing ceased. The rat was dead! The rat 
couldn’t survive in the atmosphere at that height. More than two hours later the 
pilot brought the plane safely to the next landing field and looked through the 
plane until he found the dead rat! 

   I can think of many kinds of rats that can kill a friendship...worry, fear, dishonesty, gossip, anger, and lying, to name a few, 
and you perhaps have more to add to this list. How do we rid ourselves of such rats which can gnaw and destroy relation-
ship? The solution is really quite simple. Such things cannot live or breathe in the atmosphere of the secret places of the 
Most High. Such things die when we ascent to the Lord through prayer, reading His Word, and a commitment to follow 
Him. Here is one of the major keys to being a friend and making friends. The things which seek to destroy your friendships 
can be put aside into perspective in the presence of the Most High God.  

Today’s Quote:  Worry is a think stream of fear trickling through the mind. If encouraged, it cuts a channel into 
which all other thoughts are drained.—Arthur Somers Roche 

 

Today’s Verse: we ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and rightly so, because your faith is growing more 
and more, and the love every one of you has for each other is increasing (2 Thess. 1:3). 



 

 March 2017 USFW  
The Lynnvile Friends United Society of Friends Women 
meeting was held Tuesday, March 14th at 5p.m.  

at Lyn Kinney’s home.  

Those in attendance were: Reggie Kaldenberg, Ronda 
Lanser, Bev Flander, Garnet Gertsma, Cindy Norman, and 
Lyn Kinney.  

Treasurer Ronda discussed our current balance ($1111).  

Up coming state Spring Fling expenses will need to be paid 
up front, then state reimbursement will come back to us.  

We decided to donate $50 each to the International USFW 
4 funds.  

We will  pay for camp registration if anyone comes for-
ward and asks us for assistance. We all felt this was a 
worth while event that can help & develop fine Future 
Christian Adults for the future. What is learned at camp 
can be life changing. Contact any USFW member or call 
Lyn at 527-3922 or send her an email at: mir-
ror@netins.net  

Reggie has offered to do signs for the Spring Fling. It was 
decided to buy the poster boards she needs. She indicated 
she had markers & paints of her own that she will use. It 
was decided to have the signs laminated (Hometown Press 
does this) and keep the signs with the USFW items cur-
rently at Lyn’s home.  

We will be sending out Easter cards to those that were on 
our Christmas list as well as other names that we acquire 
from others. Lyn will & has contacted Sherry Harthoorn of 
Home Missions to purchase a couple of boxes.  

It was discussed those we sent out cards to this month for 
get well or sympathy. We did add another person to send 
a card to.  

Spring Fling coffee time and luncheon menus were dis-
cussed. Lyn will contact Bev Van Maanen of Social Com-
mittee with our suggestions. We are limited to $6 per per-
son, so our menu will be simple yet hopefully tasty of 
fruits , salads and simple sandwiches with condiments. The 
drinks we agreed will be coffee, tea, and water.  

The letter was read from our Honduras child we support, 
Angie. Bev had previously written her and sent her a 
bracelet. Lyn has since written Angie and sent her some 
stickers and a small writing pad. Angie has accepted Christ 
and is very thankful that we are supporting her. She start-
ed back to school in February after their school break.  

St Jude’s sent us a certificate of appreciation for our dona-

tion to them. Discussion was made over some of the 
groups we have sent to and we never hear from them . It 
was also discussed how in the past the mitten tree and 
quilts were not acknowledged either. We all agreed that a 
Thank You is definitely appreciated. It’s a great way to 
get us to consider helping out a church or a group again 
with our donations. 

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBILITY...Keep us Safe 

   Of the 30 Friends churches here in Iowa, how many are 
accessible to the handicapped? Those crazy ramps that 
have been made—who uses them safely?  The children 
seem to love rolling down them or chasing their friends up 
and down the ramp. Does any person pleasantly use them? 
I think not! There are rules to goby when designing the 
ramp. LOOK up the specifications and follow them when 
building the ramp. Quit trying to save a penny. Do it right! 
At the end of the ramp, make it accessible to get into the 
building. When one is in a wheelchair or using a walker or 
cane, lifting a chair or a leg up 4 or 5 inches to get into the 
church is DANGEROUS if not IMPOSSIBLE! Do a ramp 
to the doorway, please. It is not that much more of an effort 
when you are building. Follow the Specifications. Rules are rules. 
They are designed with safety in mind. 

    I know some churches would bring us a CD or cassette or 
have a speaker put in our home for the church services. Just 
because one is handicapped does not mean we don’t need FEL-
LOWSHIP WITH OUR LORD JESUS ALONG SIDE OF 
YOU. Need help financially? Call Iowa Yearly Meeting 641-
673-9717. They can hook you up with Friends Development. 
No one to build it for your church? Again call Iowa Yearly 
Meeting. Friend’s Disaster may be able to assist. I know there 
are other churches in my area with elevators and accessible 
handicapped ramps. I don’t care! I have spent 38 years at 
Lynnville Friends...I am not stopping now! We have an Elevator 
Fund project (drop an envelope with Elevator Fund on the front 
and your check or cash with your name inside into the collection 
plate.) I am happy to say we have the money to consider build-
ing the elevator now. YEAH!!! 

   Please check your floor plans at church. Fix your building, 
your bathrooms, your walk ways, your parking area. There is 
nothing more embarrassing than to need to leave the building to 
go to the bathroom because you can’t get to the bathrooms or 
the stools are not adult size and you don’t dare try to lower your-
self for fear of not being able to get up.  

   When the gravel rocks move or your cane or walker or wheel-
chair sinks into the grass, it leaves you in a precarious situation. 
You may topple over! When you are pushing someone in a 
wheelchair over the terrain, it literally throws you around in your 
seat and you feel like you are going to fall out.  

   Let’s get our church in order. We are not getting any young-
er...and one never knows when it will be YOU that is handi-
capped. Trust me, it is not a fun journey.  

Iowa Yearly Meeting 641-673-9717 for financial FRIENDS 
DEVELOPMENT AND FRIEND’S DISASTER to help 
build.  

By Lyn Kinney, Peace & Social Concerns 





We are continuing with plans for the upcoming Nash-

ville mission trip, which is July 23-29.  19 students are 

going on the trip.  We are so grateful for the support 

shown during the Valentine’s dinner.  We raised $2,363. 

 We are now preparing for the Easter breakfast on April 

16.  In addition, a mailing was recently sent to all the 

students with Mission Discovery forms that need to be 

completed by Wednesday, April 5.  We also have pre-

trip meetings scheduled.  Sunday, June 25, at 4:00 p.m. 

will be for parents and students.  Sunday, July 9, at 6:30 

p.m. will be for students where we will finalize details 

for Bible school, etc. 
 

We are wrapping up a year of BIG.  Chris Rose of Chris-

tRose Ministries spoke on March 26, and we had a band 

from Pella led by Max Wagaman.  Chris shared how 

following the sinful desires of the flesh will reap de-

struction and shared Psalms 107:17-22, which is, “Some became fools through their rebellious ways and suffered afflic-

tion because of their iniquities.  They loathed all food and drew near the gates of death.  Then they cried to the Lord in 

their trouble, and he saved them from their distress. He sent out his word and healed them; he rescued them from the 

grave. Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for mankind. Let them sacrifice 

thank offerings and tell of his works with songs of joy.”  It was a great night of worship and hearing the gospel. 
 

Our lessons at FOCUS have been about living a God-centered life instead of a self-centered life.  Special thanks to Mari-

ah Terlouw and Ryan McDonald for giving the lesson two different weeks while Jer was out.  We also had a night where 

local community youth groups got together at the FCC gym.  We had a short devotion and time for games, fellowship, 

and snacks. 
 

We are excited about the upcoming sunrise service.  This will be on April 16, at 7:30 a.m. with the students helping with 

the music and giving a reading as well as a skit/video.  Breakfast will be served from 8-9 a.m. 
 

It’s hard to believe we will soon be wrapping up another year.  We are planning the senior farewell/FOCUS year-end 

party for Wednesday, April 12.  We have a wonderful Young Friends committee that helps out with the meal.  The stu-

dents love hamburgers, cheesy potatoes, cake and ice cream.  We put up some graduation decorations and make this all 

pretty official.  We finish out the night by having the seniors share some words of wisdom to the underclassmen.   
 

On Sunday, May 7, we will have our senior recognition Sunday.  Reminder to senior students and parents to send a sen-

ior picture to Stacey at friendschurch@netins.net.  This is always a bitter sweet time of year.  We have a large group of 

seniors this year - another outstanding group of students, all unique and special in their own way.  We are excited to see 

them move on to this next phase of their life and always remind them that their youth leaders are only a phone call or 

text away even after they have graduated. 

Before we know it, it will be summer.  Here are the dates for Camp Quaker Heights.  Registration is online at 

www.iaym.org.  Select Youth Ministries on the left side. 

June 2-4  Young Adult Weekender 

 June 9-11  Little Fry (K-2) 

  

 June 11-16  Middle/High School 

  

 June 18-22  Elementary Camp 

  
 

We sincerely appreciate your continued prayers for the youth at Lynnville Friends Church and throughout the communi-

ty.  

mailto:friendschurch@netins.net
http://www.iaym.org




Scenes from 

“Take Away Hunger” 

food packing on 

Saturday, March 25 
 

L-S FFA team with Advisor Brian Low-

Bible study members plus others 
from Friends Church    

 

Most teams supplied 12 members 
to help pack, seal and box 24,000+ 
meals. 

Key Coop sponsored several teams including 
the one at the bottom right. These ladies were 

full of smiles as they packed meals to be 
shipped to the Philippines. 


